AP Chinese Exam — How to score high 6/30/2018

Listening 25%, Reading 25%, Writing 25%, Speaking 25%, lasting 2 hours 15 minutes
Out of 120 points, you earn a 3 if you scored 46 or higher (65 gets you a 4, 81 earns you a 5).

Email Response (10%) you need to type it up in 15 minutes
1) Usually there are 3 questions you need to address
2) Express opinions (give your opinion, state why)
For example: TR IZ o o o BIH. o
3) Don'’t forget to respond to the third prompt
4) Three aspects with elaboration
5) Avoid negative comments

Story Narration (15%) you need to type it up in 15 minutes
1) Two verbs per picture minimally
2) Distribute your time evenly
3) It’'s okay if you occasionally pick wrong characters of homophones

Conversation (10%) 20-second response during a simulated conversation
1) Directly address the prompt (there may be two questions in one prompt)
2) Include two to three aspects in your response
3) Elaboration is a must (stating why)

Cultural Presentation (15%) 4 minutes to prepare, 2 minutes to present
1) Directly address the prompt (50% description, 50% significance)
2) Progression of idea (e.g. &f— -+, i -, =)
3) Minimally from 3 aspects (in both description portion and in significance portion)
4) Elaboration (stating why)
5) Use of cohesive devices (conjunction words)
6) Cultural connection / comparison (e.g. F&/1 2 E A & AR = X2 Y J1152)

7) Use look-and-feel as a surviving skill

Free-Response questions from previous exams
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-culture/exam (you will need
to scroll down)

Retired 2007 exam with audio files (old/long format)
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-chinese-language-and-culture/exam/2007-
released-exam-multiple-choice-questions

Mr. Kang’s AP curriculum created during 2013-2014 school year
http://learnchinese.chinesewebcenter.net/mandarin_web/ap/ap_progress.htm



Basic cohesive devices (conjunction words)
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To see the pictures for Story Narration in previous AP Chinese exams:
Go to “learnchinese.chinesewebcenter.net”
Click “Kang” (halfway down)
Click “Level 4 & AP”
Click the 2" link “Previous AP exam questions”
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